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WELCOME TO THE NINETEENTH EDITION 

As we move to the end of the academic year, it’s a time to remember 

that many of the young people in our two villages will be taking the next 

step in their education after the summer. So we’re really delighted that 

Furneux Pelham School has produced a guide for parents (see 

page18) to help prepare their children for what mine called “big school”. 

(Well that’s how it looks when you’re four).  

In the villages, the Stocking Pelham playground is taking shape (in a 

rather funky purple!) and the Cricket Club has won all five cricket 

matches to date, so we’ve included reports of two recent victories and 

long may it last. 

The church in Furneux Pelham is launching its roof repair project 

shortly. Funds are still needed, so please take a look at the latest report 

(page 10). If you’d like to make a modest contribution, there are 80 £2 

raffle tickets still available for our 1000-piece jigsaw of one of the roof 

angels. Who knows, you might have one Christmas present sorted in 

July! 

 

Contributions to:  

pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

Cover story 

The cover shows Bertha Grace Nottage, who was born in Upper East 

End Furneux Pelham in 1893. It appears to have been taken around 

the First World War outside her family home at what is now Tye 

Cottage.  

What is the role of the bicycle in this photograph? Is it showing off a 

newly-acquired prized possession, a ‘prop’ to add interest to the 

picture’s composition, or is she genuinely off for a ride? If it’s the last, 

how did she keep the bonnet on and her skirt out of the wheels? 

Her father, Joseph Taylor Nottage was the lay preacher at the Mission 

Church which stood on East End Green more or less opposite her 

home. (It was taken apart in 1951 and sold to a farmer in Much 

Hadham.) 

                                                                           continued next page 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Bertha’s ‘day job’ was to look after her family’s dairy cows. In the 

second photo, taken in about 1916, she is seen – still in a black bonnet 

– with Strawberry, Buttercup and Daisy outside nos. 3 and 4 Clay 

Chimneys, looking down the Wash towards Clay Chimneys House. 
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Tales of the Workhouse 

Two hundred years ago the unemployed were the responsibility of their 
own parish and received help paid for by a poor rate levied on local 
landowners.  

In an Act of Parliament passed in 1834, individual parishes were 
combined into Unions, each with an elected Board of Guardians 
responsible for building a workhouse and administering the Poor Law 
locally. The three Pelham villages became part of the Bishop’s Stortford 
Union along with seven other parishes bordering the town. The Union 
Workhouse was eventually built at Haymeads and is now part of the 
residential development surrounding Herts & Essex Community 
Hospital.  

The former practice of giving help to the poor in their own homes, known 
as outdoor relief, was abolished and applicants for poor relief were meant 
to be admitted to the new workhouse. However outdoor relief continued 
in many unions, including Bishop’s Stortford. The relief could take the 
form of food, medical treatment or money. The food was either bread or 
meat: for example, Thomas Brace of East End was granted three loaves 
of bread to help feed his wife and five children, one of whom had bad 
feet. Thomas White of Patmore Heath was granted ½ pound of meat 
daily for his five children and wife who was ill following childbirth. The 
meat was supplied by John Uncle, the butcher at the White Lion. 

Applicants for medical treatment could only be attended by a Medical 
Officer once an order for attendance was issued by the Relieving Officer. 
The Medical Officers were employed by the union on a salary basis for 
each parish and also charged the Guardians for services such as 
midwifery and setting broken bones. The first Medical Officer for Furneux 
Pelham was Dr Packman of Puckeridge and for Stocking Pelham Dr 
Hawkes of Bishop’s Stortford.  

Outdoor relief payments were made by Relieving Officers. They attended 
each parish within their district twice a week and were required to keep 
a book recording the particulars of their weekly expenditure. The book 
had to be kept in the parish. In Furneux Pelham this was at the school; 
in Brent Pelham it was the Estate Pay Room; and at Stocking Pelham at 
Stocking Pelham Hall. However, the Board of Guardians did have an 
issue with Stocking Pelham as the place designated for the distribution 
of poor relief was The Cock. The Guardians did not approve of relief 
being given in a public house and ordered that “a room be provided”. 
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That said, there were admissions to the workhouse itself from the 
Pelham villages. One example was Catherine Knightley, wife of Henry. 
They and their five children lived in a cottage at Lower East End, Furneux 
Pelham. In 1836 Henry appeared at Essex Quarter Sessions accused of 
breaking into a barn and stealing three bushels of barley. Henry had a 
previous conviction for housebreaking and was consequently sentenced 
to 14 years transportation. He left England in 1837 bound for New South 
Wales. Catherine and her young family were admitted to the workhouse 
in Bishop’s Stortford. 

Catherine left the workhouse in 1838, returning briefly to Furneux 
Pelham and then worked as a live-in servant in a girls’ school in Rye 
Street, Bishop’s Stortford. Her eldest son died in the workhouse in 1840 
but all of the others survived. By 1841 her daughters were domestic 
servants in East End and Berden. By 1851 her other two sons had left 
the workhouse and both had joined the army. One went on to become a 
Quartermaster serving in the East Indies, Wales and Ireland.  

During their time in the workhouse the children would have received an 
education and there were occasional celebrations, notably in 1838 when 
the Guardians made the following resolutions: 

“That on Thursday next being the day of Her Majesty’s Coronation the 
inmates of the workhouse be regaled with beef of the best quality, plum 
puddings and beer” (21 June 1838) 

“That on Christmas Day plum pudding be given to the inmates of the 
workhouse with a pint of beer to every adult person and half a pint to 
every child” (21 Dec 1838). 

The workhouse system gained a fearsome reputation, but nevertheless 
it did provide a basic safety net for the poor: it survived until the Unions 
were abolished in 1929. 

Furneux Pelham History Group 

 

Furneux Pelham Village Hall 

The Village Hall has reopened for bookings. Please note that some 

COVID restrictions still apply and capacity is currently restricted to  

40 people. 

Enquiries to Anna Shaw at anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk or on  

01279 777817 

mailto:anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk
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Furneux Pelham School News 
We have certainly made the most of the beautiful weather over the 

last couple of months.  Lots of outdoor learning….and hopefully lots more to 

come! 

Visiting the River Rib 

Learning in the classroom was brought to life for 

Chopin and Gershwin pupils when they visited the 

River Rib. This term, both classes are learning about 

rivers, their features and how they are formed.  The 

day was spent using a variety of field trip skills as they 

made a study of the river.  The children had the 

opportunity to make observational drawings, to pond 

dip to study the life in the river and to take 

measurements of the river.   

Charity Week 

Every year, we hold our Charity Week.  Each day of the week has a different 

charity focus; this year we supported a range of 

different charities including the Siobhan Dowd Trust 

and Young Minds.  In just five days, we managed to 

raise an incredible £941.54!  The week involved a 

range of different activities such as an icecream social 

after watching the school netball team play a match, 

a miniature garden competition and a book sale.  It is 

important to us that the children understand why 

they are raising money for each charity, so during the 

week Year 6 pupils planned and led a daily assembly 

to present to parents, staff and pupils about each charity.   

Dementia UK 

During Charity Week, we focused on Dementia 

UK as one of our charities.  Pupils came into 

school wearing ‘Denim for Dementia’ and bought 

sunflower seeds for our ‘tallest flower’ 

competition, but the day wasn’t just about 

raising money.  The main aim of the day was 

raising awareness and understanding of 
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dementia.  Children from years 1-6 took part in Dementia Awareness 

workshops led by our student teacher, Miss Symes.  All pupils now have a 

badge to show they are ‘dementia friends’ and that they understand the 

condition and how they might help those who suffer from it.  

At Week at PGL 

What an incredible week Year 5 and 6 had at PGL!  

We visited PGL Bawdsey Manor, which is on ythe 

coast in Suffolk so our arrival also meant a trip to the 

beach.  We were so lucky with the weather – the sun 

shone all week and we had a fresh, sea breeze to 

keep us cool.  During the week there was a selection 

of activities for all abilities and interests.  For the 

most adventurous there was the Giant Swing and 

abseiling and for those who were better starting at a lower height and 

working their way up there was climbing and Jacob’s Ladder.  We also 

enjoyed rifle shooting, archery, team games, problem solving, buggy building, 

a blindfolded sensory trail and survival skills.  The 

week was such a fantastic opportunity for the 

children to develop a wide range of skills – 

independence, resilience, cooperation, 

determination, perseverence – but was also a really 

special chance, after a year of restrictions, to spend 

time with friends. 
A Trip to the Botanical Gardens 

Whilst Year 5 and 6 were away at PGL, Years 1-3 had a 
trip of their own!  To enrich their science learning about 
plants, Years 1-3 visited the Botanical Gardens in 

Cambridge.   Year 3 spent the morning looking for 
fallen treasure as they walked around the gardens 
and then spent some time observing and drawing 
some of the wonderful specimens growing in the 
many flower beds.  After lunch they had a workshop, 
visited the Bee Border and found out about the 

important role these creatures play in the pollination of plants. They then 
had time to carry out a mini beast hunt, plant some flowers which help 
deter insects from nibbling vegetables being grown in the garden and 
even made a paper plant pot to bring home.  
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A Brief Report on The Stocking Pelham  

Annual Parish Meeting 

The Annual Parish Meeting for Stocking Pelham was held on Thursday 

27th May 2021 at the Village Hall and garden. Covid guidelines were 

followed. 

In attendance were Chairman Cllr Michael Hutchins, newly elected Vice 

Chair Cllr Daniel Horn, Head of Planning Cllr Paul Lucas & Clerk Riikka 

Berthoud plus three members of the public. 

The yearly reports from Parish Council Chairman, Finance, Highways, 

Planning, the playground project, St Mary’s Church, Cricket Club and 

village hall are available to view on the SPPC website or copies can be 

obtained from Clerk Riikka Berthoud. 

At the end of the meeting during question time long standing resident 

David Bailey thanked the Chair and Parish Council for all their hard 

work. 

The full draft minutes can be viewed at SPPC website. 

Mike Hutchins - Chair, SPPC 

www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk 

  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/


 

9 

Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Sunday 4th July Trinity 5 
9.30 am  BCP Holy Communion    Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am All Age Holy Communion   Braughing 

Sunday 11th July Trinity 6 
10.00 am  Family Morning Worship   Braughing 
11.15 am Holy Communion     Furneux Pelham 

Sunday 18th July Trinity 7 
9.30 am  Café Church     Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am Holy Communion    Braughing 

Sunday 25th July Trinity 8 
9.30 am  Holy Communion    Braughing 
11:15 am Family Morning Worship with Baptism Furneux Pelham 

 

Additionally, every Wednesday morning at 9.30 am at St Mary’s, Braughing 

there is a quiet Holy Communion service.  

For enquiries regarding Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals, please contact the 

Rector.  

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwarden: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – in the absence of  

Churchwardens, please contact either Chris Stead (01279) 778001 or  

Mark Haverson (01279) 777789 

For latest information about the churches please go to our websites - A 

Church Near You: 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/ 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/  
Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, Rector   vicar@braughing.org.uk   (01920) 823531 

 

  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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St Mary the Virgin, Furneux Pelham 

Church Roof Update 
As many of you will know we have been going through the planning process for 
the roof replacement and have now received approvals and are about to 
commit to the work being carried out. 

The cost, as it stands at the moment, is £90,000 which meant we were £29,000 
short.  Over the last few weeks, we have gratefully received around £12,000 in 
donations towards this shortfall.  We have also been offered a grant of £10,000 
by the Herts & Beds Churches Trust. 

We have recently been advised that we will need to install a roof alarm at the 
approximate cost of £4,400 and also feel we should try to achieve a 
contingency fund of £5,000.  Thus, we still have a target of £16,400 to raise. 

It is imperative that we continue to raise funds to bridge this gap. To this end 
we have grant applications in with The National Churches Trust and the 
Garfield Weston Foundation. Locally fundraising continues with the Open 
Gardens on the 4th July and Fliss Sandell playing all the Hymns in the Hymn book 
on the 8th & 22nd August and a music day in the planning for September.  Please 
support all these events and any other money raising ideas would be welcome. 

To safeguard the building and to avoid another winter with a temporary roof 
cover, we feel it prudent to give the go ahead to the contractors. The first 
noticeable signs of this will be week commencing 23rd August when the 
scaffolding will be erected, that will remain in place until the 22nd November. 
The whole project is scheduled to last for 15 weeks. During that period access 
will be needed from time to time for the delivery of materials, this may have 
some impact on our neighbours.  We will try and keep everyone informed of 
any potential disruption and keep this to an absolute minimum. 

Normally no more than four people will be on site at any one time, they will be 
easily identifiable with the usual HiViz jackets marked with the contractor’s 
name, MetalX, DET and Bakers. 

We are at last seeing some real 
progress but still need your support. 

Furneux Pelham PCC 
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To support our appeal please make your donation to: 
Just Giving Page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/j-
gawthrope?utm_id=1&utm_term=g9RgNaeJX 

or by bank transfer to: PCC of Furneux Pelham Restoration Account 

Sort code: 30-90-84 | Account Number: 00041298 

If you donate by bank transfer and are a UK Taxpayer, please ask a PCC 
member for a Gift Aid Form. Please complete and return. This enables us to 
recover a further £25 for every £100 donated. 

For alternative ways to donate, please contact a PCC member below.  

Thank you. 

Rector Rev’d Julie Gawthrope  (01920-823531) 

Christopher Stead    (01279-778001) 

Mark Haverson    (01279-777789) 

Roger Phillips    (01279-771983)  

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/j-gawthrope?utm_id=1&utm_term=g9RgNaeJX
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/j-gawthrope?utm_id=1&utm_term=g9RgNaeJX
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Pelhams Pre-School 
 

We are now in our summer term, time 

is just flying past and middle of July, 

we sadly say goodbye to our older children, 

who will embark on their next adventures where they will be joining 

reception classes in September.  

This term our water play 

activities continue and we 

have been very busy with our 

project, on looking at what 

lives in the sea, the children 

have been busy making crafts 

and proudly presenting them 

on our school creative board. 

They have also been making 

beautiful sun catchers and of 

course importantly, making 

father’s day cards and gifts.  

Our children are learning songs ready for the leavers show on our last day 

of term and we have our summer trip planned where we are heading off to 

the Zoo for the day, as well as a teddy-bears picnic and of course sports 

day. Although, sadly this year without parents, but hopefully next year we 

can welcome them back, as it’s such a joy to watch. 

As always, we have so much to fit in, life at preschool is never quiet or 

dull, it’s such a lovely and happy place! 

www.pelhamspreschool.co.uk  

 

Pelhams Pre-school, Stocking Pelham Village Hall, Stocking Pelham, 

Nr. Buntingford, Herts. SG9 0HZ 

Registered Charity No: 1072299 

  

http://www.pelhamspreschool.co.uk/
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
Somewhat surprisingly, this month I want to concentrate on keeping or 

getting fit.   Much has been written in recent times about the beneficial 

effects of gardening on our well being, but also on how a stiff physical work 

out should be an important part of our routine.  The need for exercise is 

constantly reiterated.   Should we go to the gym?    Should we play assorted 

sports?   Should we don lycra and get cycling?   Should we go wild swimming 

in cold unpleasant waterways?   

I went to a gym once.   

Then I stopped.   So how about gardening? 

 It isn’t difficult to compare gardening work with gym and exercise routines 

and demonstrate that us gardeners have less structured but very effective 

work outs every time we venture outdoors with a pair of secateurs in our 

hands. 

And for those of us interested in shedding a few lockdown pounds, I am 

adding a calorie calculation so we can see just how beneficial our session has 

been. 

Let me give a few examples. 

In the gym – the treadmill.  In the garden, trundling back and forth, 

sometimes pushing a wheelbarrow, sometimes looking for where I left my 

hoe/my trowel/my secateurs, and sometimes just looking for something, but 

can’t quite remember what it is, let alone where I put it, but ever optimistic 

that I shall remember when I find it. 

Treadmill calorie count 40 calories per 1000 paces x 3,  because 1000 is not so 

very many paces = 120 

Garden count  also 40 calories but added benefits including weight of 

wheelbarrow, and bonus for walking in ever decreasing circles of 50 calories. 

Garden calorie count 40 x 3 +50 = 170 

In the gym, weight training.    Difficult to quantify calories but oh my 

goodness, what about those toned arms? 

In the garden.   One 60l bag of potting compost weighs 15kg.   Would 

certainly tone any part of the body you could mention! 
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In the gym, burpees.   At a rate of 10 calories per burpee x 10 = 100  

In the garden, equivalent to burpee is the almost incessant jumping up and 

down when kneeling on an anthill, chasing the unruly hairy hound out of the 

herbaceous border, getting up to look for the trowel which has gone missing 

again.  I would suggest that the calorie count here far exceeds the gym, so am 

finely calculating a total of 150 cals 

Digging 216 calories per half hour v rowing machine at 240 calories per half 

hour.  But one needs to add in a special gardening bonus of, say, 50 calories, 

as digging is both tedious and wearing on the back.   Total count for 

gardening revised to 266. 

I think that shows beyond doubt that gardening is the better form of exercise.   

But, and it’s a big but, I haven’t factored in the life restoring properties of an 

essential conclusion to an afternoon in the garden….. 

Calories used 630 

Calories consumed at tea break, made up of 1 cup of tea and 2 chocolate 

hobnobs 210 

Calories consumed in post-gardening evening, made up of 1 gin and slimline 

tonic 115. 

Oh, forgot the twiglets 104.   Total 419. 

Which gives a grand net total of 211 calories worked off in the garden. 

Almost worth getting out of bed for….. 

Enjoy the summer exercise, 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent 

 

Jigsaw puzzle raffle 
Tickets are still available for the exclusive and unique 1,000 piece jigsaw 

showing one of the angels looking down from the roof St Mary The Virgin, 

Furneux Pelham, after a restoration carried out by artist John Norbury in the 

early 1960s.  

Buy a £2 raffle ticket to be in for a chance of winning this fabulous puzzle. 

Drop off £2 with Steve Bratt, Pheasant Cottage or Linda Gale, Greenpools. 

Raffle won’t be drawn until all tickets sold.  
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Cricket reports………as it’s going so well…… 

Chrishall v Stocking Pelham 
‘Three is the magic number’ so sang De La Soul, though I think Bob Dorough 

recorded it first back in the 60’s. But away from boring pop Trivia (although 

did you know the term ‘Pop Music’ was first used in 1926) SPCC made it 3 

wins from 3 with a comfortable 49 run win over Chrishall. 

The team headed to Cambridgeshire in confident mood following two good 

wins and on arrival at the ground there was initial bullish talk of who could 

take out the solar panels on the neighbouring school. Fortunately for the sake 

of the environment and the education of the local kids no one succeeded, not 

for the want of trying. 

Joe and John opened the batting and put on a stand of 162 which must be 

some kind of SPCC record with shots to all corners of the ground - though if 

memory serves correctly the opposition put down a few chances and there 

were some decent half appeals for LBW. However, in reality the openers were 

never really troubled as they made the fielders toil in the hot afternoon sun.  

John eventually fell for 58, while Joe made it to 3 figures and sportingly 

retired not out on 103. Joe’s innings included five 4s on the bounce and two 

6s. Colin then kept the scoreboard ticking over before falling for 9, but with a 

healthy score already achieved it allowed captain Paul White to mix up the 

order bringing in big hitting Jason Coombs, followed by the youngsters of Will 

D and Will S who both managed to hit a few runs. Jason smashed a mammoth 

6 at the end to leave SPCC on 196 off 35 overs - a fine effort. 

In reply Chrishall made a stuttering start with Ali and his brother James taking 

out both openers - Ali rearranged the timbers of one, Mark snaring a catch 

behind the stumps off the bowling of James. Will D was also in the wickets, 

bamboozling their number 4 with two wicked turners following by a straight 

one which was plumb lbw. Then the skipper threw the ball to Michael Thorpe 

more in hope than expectation, but soon he had batsman after batsman 

trudging off.  6 for 13 off 4 overs were his barely believable figures and that 

included the key wicket of the opposition’s number 5, who briefly looked like 

taking the game away from SPCC. The said batsman dispatched the ball to the 

boundary with the regularity of someone who had overdosed on Senakot. 

However, Michael tempted him with one which he couldn’t resist and he duly 
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obliged by skying it to Joe at deep mid-wicket who took a fine, steepling 

catch. With that the game was effectively over and it allowed for a small 

piece of SPCC history. The final wicket was an all-family affair…bowled 

Sharman W, Stumped Sharman M….as a certain award winning and very 

finely produced cricketing podcast would say it led to ‘absolute scenes. 

Another particularly good team performance with everyone contributing.  

We retired to the local pub, which conveniently was across the road, and 

Michael sportingly got the beers in to celebrate his magnificent bowling 

performance - could he take both the bowling and batting trophies? 

Stocking Pelham v Little Hadham 
SPCC continued their fine start to their Centenary season with victory over 

the visiting Little Hadham. In years gone SPCC wins were a rarity but now they 

are as frequent as Prince Harry bearing his soul in the media. This win was 

another all-round performance which was never really in doubt.  

After doing sod all in the season so far skipper Paul White decided to open 

with John and was going well before skying one to mid-on, thus reminding us 

all why he does not open the batting. John was joined by Michael Thorpe, a 

player who up to this point had not been out all season, a stat that looked like 

it would remain intact until he was cruelly run out by his partner. A mix up? 

Poor communication? Or a fiendish plan to spice up the battle for the batting 

trophy? For the benefit of the tape, it was probably a mix up, but we cannot 

rule out serious foul play by an OCG (Other Cricketers Gripes). John was 

joined at the crease by Mark who hit a lop-sided innings of 46 not out which 

consisted of either singles or sixes. He was particularly proud of one eyes-

closed thwack off their ‘fast’ bowler that went high and over ‘Cow Corner’. He 

also nearly took out a car at midwicket. 

With the run rate ticking along nicely and the game already in the bag it was 

all about trying to get John to three figures. With one over to go a message 

was relayed that he was on 91, but not on strike. Mark sportingly hit a single 

off the first ball, though in reality probably just mistimed it, and that brought 

John on strike.5 balls - 9 runs for his first ever century, history beckoned. For 

the onlooking public this had the potential to be an ‘I was there moment’ - 

like those lucky enough to be at Madison Square Garden for Ali v Frazier or 

The Olympic Stadium for ’Super Saturday’ or at Wembley in July ’66. In the 

end it was bit more ‘Jimmy White at the Crucible’. Close but no cigar. 
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Ball 1 - a swing and a miss from John 

Ball 2  - a swing and a miss from John 

Ball 3 - a mistimed single from John 

Ball 4 - a single from Mark - another mistimed hoick across the line. 

Ball 5 - a Six from John…..begging the question why the **** did not he hit 

the first one he faced for 6!!!  

Despite not reaching three figures it was a fine innings of 98 and it is only a 

matter of time before a century is in the bag.  

In reply Little Hadham were never in it once we had dispatched their useful 

opener, who hit a few tasty shots. If memory serves, he was caught by Pete 

off the bowling of Charlie who set him up nicely with a few tempting in 

swingers. Before he departed there was a rare example of a ‘Diamond Duck’ - 

out for 0 without facing a ball. The aforementioned useful opener smacked 

one at Pete at midwicket who made a magnificent effort to catch it despite it 

being a life-threatening missile. Pete could not hold onto the hurtling sphere, 

however he quickly composed himself and threw in an Exocet of his own to 

allow Mark to whip off the bails and send the poor batsman home without 

having faced a ball. Other than another run out, which Mark did not even 

realise he had the ball in his hands, I couldn’t tell you what else happened as 

the scorecard was not filled in properly and I have the memory of a goldfish 

with Alzheimer’s. However, its limited detail does reveal Ali got a wicket, 

Kelvin, the Jedi Master of SPCC returned to the fold with a wicket, but other 

than that it is hard to tell. As an example of the poor scoring in the book, 

there is reference to Mark bowling (and even I can remember that didn’t 

happen and no they didn’t mix up the Sharmans as Will was written down as 

‘Will’) 

No matter, we won to make it 4 from 4 and the SPCC Centenary bandwagon 

continues to roll 

You could enjoy these afternoons also, if you fancy a game, call Colin on 

01279777905. 

Mark Sharman 
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Preparing your child for a smooth and 

confident transition into primary school 
Starting school is such a significant milestone in a child’s life – not just for the 

child,       but for their parents and carers too.  Preparing your child for the 

transition into school can make all the difference in helping them to adjust 

quickly to their new routine and to settle well into school life.  Read on for 

Furneux Pelham School’s top suggestions to aid this transition. 

1.  Make starting school a topic of conversation. 

Talking with your child about starting school as soon as you have been 

allocated your primary school place will help your child to feel more relaxed 

about the change when it comes.  If the school is nearby, walk past the school 

and perhaps even see if you can spot the children playing in the playground – 

this will help them to become familiar with the setting.  Your child’s school 

will provide you with details of the first day and may even provide a video or 

booklet with photos of the setting and school staff.  Look carefully at these 

together. 

2.  Be open about feelings. 

When you are talking with your child about starting school, it is important to 

be realistic and explain that it is normal to feel a bit nervous about the first 

day.  You might even use an outline of a body to talk about the feelings your 

child might experience – butterflies and feeling a bit hot and sweaty.  This 

way they will understand their feelings on the day.  Of course, it is also 

important to talk about feeling excited too or even a mixture of excitement 

and nerves.   

3.  Have a few school uniform trial runs. 

Trying on school uniform will help your child to feel more comfortable in their 

new clothes when the time comes, but will also help your child to be more 

independent in the classroom.  Practising dressing and undressing will help 

your child in sports lessons, and as part of this it is important to help them to 

recognise their name label to ensure they don’t lose their brand new clothes!  

Challenge them to make a nice, neat pile of clothes and to store their socks 

safely in their shoes.   

  



 

19 

4.  Establish a new routine. 

To make mornings smoother, practise the new routine for a few days before 

school starts.  Ask your child to help you to prepare their breakfast and 

decide where you are going to keep book bags, shoes, PE kits and water 

bottles so that you don’t forget them in the morning.  You could even ask 

them to help you to write a checklist you can use in the mornings to ensure 

that nothing gets left behind. 

5.  Practise key skills. 

Although there will be lots of support in place for your child, a head start in a 

range of skills will help them to feel more confident when they arrive.  

Practising using cutlery and cutting up their own food will help with school 

dinners.  Knowing how to blow their own nose and wipe their own bottom 

will be expected at school so give them a good start by practising together 

well in advance.  If your child is not confidently toilet trained, be sure to let 

your child’s new teacher know and send them with some spare underwear in 

their school bag, just in case. 

6.  Talk, talk, talk. 

Communication and language are a key part of the EYFS framework and 

talking with your child will give them such a good grounding for the year 

ahead.  Singing nursery rhymes together and learning stories written in verse 

(such as Julia Donaldson’s The Gruffalo or a Squash and a Squeeze) can help 

to develop speaking skills.  Whilst talking is important, so too is listening.  

Show your child how to listen well by giving others attention, and also make 

sure there are times when there is only one sound in the room rather than 

always having some music playing or the television on. 

7.  Teach your child to recognise their own name. 

Whilst your child will obviously be very familiar with the sound of their own 

name, give them the opportunity to see their name written in different ways.  

Show them their name handwritten but also in upper and lower case fonts.  

This will make them so much more confident in spotting their name on 

clothes labels, pegs or on books such as their reading diary.  You might want 

to teach them to write their own name, but it is also fine to leave this until 

they start school as the school may teach a particular style of letter 

formation.   
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8.  Finally, relax and enjoy the change. 

It might feel like a daunting prospect and an enormous change in your child’s 

life, but there are so many fun and exciting times ahead.  Time at school goes 

so fast and before you know it they are off to secondary school!   

 

 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
The next Parish Council meeting will be in person at the Village Hall on 1st July 

at 7 pm. Remember - meetings are open to all village residents.  

Further information is available on the Parish Council website: 

www.furneuxpelham.org.uk 

 

This cottage was known as ‘Pilgrims’ and occupies the site of the 

modern ‘Frog Hollow’ at the East End crossroads, Furneux Pelham. 

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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WEATHER REPORT FOR MAY 2021 

May was quite wet, a total of 85.9mm. That was wet compared to a lot of 

past Mays, but not as bad as in 2007 when 125.3mm fell. 

Janet Birch  

 

 

PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and 

every three-by-three box 

contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Solve the puzzle by logic and 

reasoning alone – no maths 

involved!  
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Word search 

Find the listed words in the grid. Words run in straight lines in any 

direction. One of the words cannot be found. This is the answer.  
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June 2021 puzzle answers 

 

 

The remaining letters in the 
criss cross spell  

OATS 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

With school holidays approaching and more people spending time near 

home, I would like to remind you of the walk routes that are on the 

Society’s website and free to download and print. Over the last year or so, 

we have been steadily increasing the number of recommended routes. 

We now offer more than 75 routes covering some 400 miles in total with 

little repetition. Soon, each of the hundred parishes will feature in at least 

one walk. Most routes have a mixture of countryside and town or village. 

There is a good range of distances, from 1 mile upwards. Station walks 

start and finish at railway stations and all others start and finish at a 

suitable place to park. 

Our aim is to help residents and visitors to easily enjoy the area. The 

routes are planned so as to use good paths and quiet lanes, and to achieve 

an interesting mix of scenery. The descriptions seek to ensure that nobody 

will get lost and also to provide sufficient information along the way to 

make the outing interesting. The area’s abundance of public rights of way, 

its gentle natural beauty and wealth of listed buildings make this possible. 

Many walks pass or finish near a pub or tea room, thankfully now open 

again. 

While we can plan the route to pass through attractive countryside and 

villages, we can’t predict what pleasures nature may have in store: 

perhaps majestic cloud formations, the sights and sounds of birds, the 

variety of butterflies and insects, the scale of badger diggings, deer prints, 

even a glimpse of a hare or fox or herd of deer. The seasons bring changes 

to trees, crops, wayside flowers and fruits. With such potential, each walk 

can be an adventure. We encourage you to carry a camera. 

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

And remember the local walks included in previous editions……. 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this 

magazine, please email copy to 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the 15th of the month. 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

